
A level English  Language and Literature Transition Tasks

In preparation for your new course you must be familiar with the set texts. We will not read them in their 
entirety in class. Therefore, between now and September you must buy and read the following texts. Please 
ensure that you buy the correct versions of texts, as this will make looking for quotations easier in class

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams (Modern Classics)

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Wordsworth Classics)

Rapture by Carol Ann Duffy (to buy only)



Answer the following questions on each text. 

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

- Who was Tennessee Williams? Produce a short biography of his life
- Research the ‘New America’
- What was the American Civil War about? What divisions did it create?
- What is a ‘Southern Belle’?

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

- Who was F. Scott Fitzgerald? Produce a short biography of his life.

- Research the ‘American Dream’

- Research the ‘forgotten generation’ of 1920s America

- What is a ‘flapper’?

Grammar Terminology

Find definitions for the following grammatical terms

Word 
classes

Common 
noun

 Proper noun

 Collective 
noun

 Abstract 
noun



 Concrete 
noun

Pronoun

 Adjective

 Adverb

 Transitive 
verb

Gerund

 Intransitive 
verb

 Auxiliary verb

Modal 
auxiliary 

verbs

 Determiner

 Conjunction



 Preposition

Sentence 
types

Simple

 Minor

 Compound

 Complex

Sentence 
functions

Declarative

 Interrogative

 Imperative

 Exclamative

Phrases Noun phrase

 Verb phrase



 Prepositional 
phrase

Analysis of a Non-Fiction Text

Using the above grammar terminology, analyse how the female police officer presents herself and her feelings 
towards her job. Write two paragraphs about this.






