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Message from Associate Principal

We have had a calm return after the half term. Students have returned to their learning and have
been focused on settling back into school. It was also lovely to see all of the improvements that
have been made to the environment that our Ashlawn family uses. The entire languages
department has been given a fresh coat of paint and new blinds have made a huge difference to
the learning spaces in that area, while the canteen has also been repainted. In the coming weeks,
additional areas of the school are being invested into, with new furnishings and decorating. We
want our staff and students to feel pride in where they come to school and these are the first
steps towards improving the environment.
 

World Book Day was a great success with many students and staff getting into the spirit of the
day by dressing up as characters from their favourite books. This celebration of reading, which
was shared across the country in many schools, is part of our overall literacy strategy in support
of students reading for pleasure. My thanks go to all of those staff that organised this enjoyable
day.
 

We have been really privileged this week to welcome a number of visitors to the school, a
professional actor from Squire Stage Combat came to meet our drama students, while our local
policing team visited on Thursday to discuss how we can work together to educate students in
the law and how it impacts their role in being part of their community. Further details on this
initiative to follow.
 

We are extremely excited to have received the list of Year 6 students who will be joining us in
September. Over the coming weeks, we will be contacting students and their parents to discuss
the schedule of events that they can take part in before they arrive in September, to help them
feel part of the Ashlawn family. I look forward to meeting them all soon. 
 

I found this quote from George Bernard Shaw inspirational this week as I continue to reflect on
what we want our Ashlawn family to look like:
 

"I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole community and as long as I live, it is my
privilege to do for it whatever I can. I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I
work the more I live." 
 

Have a good weekend all.

Paul Brockwell
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This week's college winner is Evans - well done!  
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World Book Day at Ashlawn!

“Books are the plane, the train, and the road. They are the destination, and the
journey. They are home.”― Anna Quindlen, How Reading Changed My Life

We would like to say a huge thank you to all students and staff at Ashlawn for
their effort and support for World Book Day 2023. There were some amazing
costumes and it was lovely to see so many people getting involved.

World Book Day changes lives through promoting and encouraging our young
people to love books. Our mission is to promote reading for pleasure, offering
every child and young person the opportunity to have a book of their own, giving
them the chance to discover the many different worlds that are out there, hiding
beneath the pages of the millions of books available to us all.

Have a look at some of the incredible outfits. Who is your favourite?!

Miss Rogers
Second in English and Head of Media Studies

 You can read about an exciting opportunity to design a National Book Token and find a copy of the World
Book Day £1 Book Token towards the end of this newsletter. 

Paul Brockwell









Before half term, we took 124 Year 11 students to Dearne Valley, a state-of-the-art outdoor
activity centre in South Yorkshire.

It was a delight to see students engage in activities that pushed them out of their comfort zone. 
 Their courage was tested to the limit on the high ropes “leap of faith", and communication and
teamwork were vital to success for the blindfold obstacle course.  On the zip line, students had
to not only focus on the ziplines but also tasked with passing a ball backwards and forwards
whilst flying through the air!

In the evening, students drank hot chocolate around a camp fire and enjoyed music and dancing. 

Everyone had a fantastic time and students developed abilities to collaborate with their peers
outside of their normal friendship groups. A huge well done to all of the students who went and
thank you to the staff as well. 

School News

Year 11 Residential Trip
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Art of the Week  

You2 year 10 GCSE portfolio pagesr pargraph
text

Year 13 , Unit 1 examples
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If you have been affected by Congenital Heart Disease either directly or indirectly I can
recommend Little Hearts Matter. Little Hearts Matter is the only charity in the UK dedicated to
supporting and empowering anyone affected by the diagnosis of a single ventricle heart
condition – or half a working heart. We support families along every step of their journey, from
initial diagnosis, through treatments and into life at home.

If you wish to make a donation, please scan the QR code above. From the bottom of my heart,
thank you for your support. Team Ashlawn have been AMAZING!

Thank you,

Mrs McHale and team Health and social care.

To celebrate the end of National Heart Month, Team Health
and social care held a charity cake sale to raise funds for 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital Charity, Cardiac services.

13 babies each day in the UK are born with a congenital heart 
Defect (CHD) and only half are diagnosed during antenatal
scans.  Our son was one of those antenatally diagnosed
during routine scans. We are heart parents and know full well
the rollercoaster that children and parents go through, we
also know we are not alone.

Bake Sale
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You may have seen this name pop up in the news, or you may have heard about him from
your children. Find out who he is, why he’s in the news, the risks he poses and how to
talk about him at home.

Who is Andrew Tate?

Social media influencer with over 5 million followers on Twitter
Former professional kickboxer
Previous Big Brother contestant

Who is Andrew Tate?

Why is he in the news?

In 2022, Andrew Tate was banned from YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and TikTok due to his
controversial and misogynistic (hatred and discrimination against women) posts. In December
2022, he was arrested in Romania along with his brother on suspicion of human
trafficking, organised crime and rape.

How does this affect the students in our school?

Andrew Tate, sometimes referred to as the ‘king of misogyny’, is a famous and influential figure
on social media, even after being banned. He draws a lot of attention to his extreme wealth,
luxury lifestyle and possessions, such as his expensive cars.

Children may still see his content (as other people can still share his posts) and may believe that
acting and thinking like he does will lead to fame, fortune and success.



Continued on next page
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Men are more important and more powerful than women
Violence against woman is okay
Men shouldn’t show emotion

I think the women belong to the man”
“[Women are] intrinsically lazy”
“[There is] no such thing as an independent female”
“Depression isn’t real”
“The hallmark of a real man is controlling himself, controlling his emotions, and acting

We know our students are talking about Andrew Tate, and boys in particular are being
influenced and ‘groomed’ by his views, with concerns that his power and influence could
lead to radicalisation and violence against women. Girls are also in danger of accepting that
what he says about women is true (i.e. that they’re worth less than men).

He promotes ideas such as:

He has said things like:

         appropriately regardless of how he feels”

What can you do as parents?

We are talking about topics raised by Andrew Tate in school through our Personal Development
Program, PSHE and Humanities. However, children are less likely to listen to influencers such as
Andrew Tate if they are having similar conversations reinforced at home.

We recommend you:

1. Read recent news articles about Andrew Tate, if you’re not already familiar with him (you can
find some in the ‘Sources’ box below).

2. Ask your child what they’re getting up to online – show genuine interest, don’t judge them or      
tell them what they should and shouldn’t be doing. Children are more likely to share if they feel
you’re interested, rather than trying to check up on them.

3. Have open discussions about Andrew Tate – don’t tell your child how to think, but question
their thinking and understanding. Ask if they believe what Andrew Tate says, for example his
comments that women “belong” to men, and how that might make the women in their lives feel,
or they themselves feel. The charity Bold Voices have a great toolkit to help with this, which you
can find in the ‘Sources’ box below.

4. Be role models – encourage your child to be open
with their emotions. Teach them that it’s okay to cry
if you’re sad. Show respect for women and girls, and
encourage your child to model this behaviour.




If you wish to talk to a DSL about this topic then
please contact safeguarding@ashlawn.org.uk .

 

Andrew Tate’s appeal to Birmingham schoolboys ‘looking for direction’, BBC News
Andrew Tate toolkit, Bold Voices

Sources
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Bookings are now open for Year 10 face-to-face Parent Consultation appointments, taking
place on Thursday 9th March in school, from 4.15pm to 7.15pm. To book, log in to your Edulink
account and click on the Parents' Evening menu icon. Appointments are 5 minutes and are
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

The booking system will close at 7pm on Monday 6th March. If you need any support with your
Edulink login, please email adminservices@ashlawn.org.uk. For any other queries relating to
the Parent Consultations please email peakej@ashlawn.org.uk.

Year 10 Face-to-Face Parent Consultations - Bookings Open 

Menu W/C 6th March 

Noticeboard

Students on site after school
We would like to take this opportunity to ask that parents remind their children that they
should only remain in school if they are participating in a supervised enrichment activity.
Students are not permitted to remain in school to use any facilities without an adult. There
have been particular concerns that students are trying to remain on site to use the basketball
courts. Students have already been reminded of this by their Heads of Year. Thank you for your
support.

mailto:adminservice@ashlawn.org.uk
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Discussion Boards and Live Forums available via Kooth.com this March:

Dates for the Diary

Monday 6th March

Year 11 Assessment Week

Thursday 9 March

Year 10  Face-to-Face Parent
Consultations

Thursday 16 March

Year 9 Careers Speed Dating
(East Hall)

http://www.kooth.com/

