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Message from Associate Principal

This week has been the culmination of all of the staff and students’ hard work and preparation for our
school production of Bonnie and Clyde. Having attended on both Wednesday and Thursday I can honestly
tell you how proud I am to be the Principal of a school with such a talented group of students and staff.  
 The confidence with which they acted, the passion with which song was sung and the team that worked
off stage, created a collaboration that ranked among the best school productions I have ever seen. I knew
how much I loved it when I found myself being concerned for the characters themselves. Thank you to all
of the volunteers that supported our students and staff over the entire week.

I thank all those who have sent emails requesting to be part of our Parents Forum. We now have enough
parents who have expressed an interest to be able to create two groups. We are looking at how we can
maximise your engagement for the benefit of the school and will be in contact with all those who have
expressed an interest shortly.

I know that many parents remain concerned about the inspection and how we operate as a school to bring
about the required improvements. A number of social media posts have been shared with me by parents
who are concerned that their positive view of their children’s experience is not fully represented in the
posts they have seen. Our school is changing and we wish to share this progress with our community so
that all parents can feel confident that their child is stretched, challenged and cared for at Ashlawn. This
is rightly something that we pride ourselves in as we move forwards. If you have concerns, please meet
with me to discuss our plans for the school and our progress in addressing the issues raised in the
inspection, rather than feeling that the only avenue to express your concerns is through social media. My
door, and access to the school and its amazing staff, is always open. 

We have lots to share. We are currently reviewing our behaviour systems to support attitudes to learning,
discussing how we get students involved with competitive sport, looking at our reporting to you and how
we can make your child’s progress clearer, and also working with the central team to improve our climate
and classrooms. Changes are often difficult, but I know that as we move forwards you will see the impact
on your children’s experience at Ashlawn. H.G. Wells said it perfectly when he said:

“We should strive to welcome change and challenges, because they are what help us grow. We need to
constantly be challenging ourselves in order to strengthen our character and increase our intelligence. ”
H.G. Wells

Have a great weekend,

Paul Brockwell
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Dates for the Diary
 

Thursday 16th February
 

Year 9 Online Parent
Consultations

 
Friday 17th February

 

Last day of term
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This week's college winner is Evans - well done!  
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 Library recommendations

Mrs Mills' Recommended Reads - Have you read? 

 
KS5: Yrs 12-13 THE HATE U GIVE by Angie Thomas (Young Adult)

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor
neighbourhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she
attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when
Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at
the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a
thug, maybe even a drug dealer or a member of a criminal gang.
Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does
not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

An excellent read which has now been made into a major film.  

KS5: Yrs 12-13 ONE OF US IS LYING by Karen McManus (Crime)

FIVE STUDENTS WALK IN TO DETENTION . ONLY FOUR LEAVE
ALIVE.

Yale hopeful BRONWYN has never publicly broken a rule. Sports star
COOPER only knows what he’s doing in the baseball diamond.

Bad boy NATE is one misstep away from a life of crime. Prom Queen
ADDY is holding together the cracks in her perfect life. And outsider
SIMON, creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview High, won’t
ever talk about any of them again. He dies 24 hours before he could
post their deepest secrets online. Investigators conclude it’s no
accident. All of them are suspects.

Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you will go
to protect them.
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KS3: Yrs 7-9 THE BONE SPARROW by Zana Fraillon  (Contemporary Fiction)

Born in a refugee camp, Subhi has never seen the outside world. At night,
he dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual
treasures. And one day it brings him Jimmie: a scruffy, impatient girl from
the other side of the fence…

The Bone Sparrow is a beautiful, heartbreaking, hopeful and deeply moving
novel that explores a tragic and relevant topic with incredibly skill. The
author doesn't shy away from showing the bleakness of the refugee camp,
the novel is anything but. Subhi's irrepressible spirit brightens the camp,
and the novel itself. Subhi and Jimmie's discovery of friendship is a joy to
read, and Subhi's relationship with his older sister and closest friend in the
camp are also wonderfully depicted.

The Bone Sparrow is one of those rare, special books that will break your
heart with its honesty and beauty, but is ultimately hopeful and uplifting.

 Library recommendations and updates

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XStR3R0xAxY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XStR3R0xAxY
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Menu week commencing 13 February  

Public Examinations – Summer 2023
An email with a link to a google form has been sent to all students sitting public
examinations in the summer and their parents/carers. The google form needs to be
completed to confirm that the student has checked their details and agrees that their
entries are correct. The Statements of Entry can be found in the Reports section of
Edulink. The deadline for completing the google form is Monday 13th February.

Year 9 Parent Consultations  – Bookings open 

Parents & carers of Year 9 students can now book their appointments for the Year 9
Parent Consultations, taking place on Thursday 16th February, from 4pm to 7.30pm via
Microsoft Teams. To book an appointment, log in to your Edulink Account and click on the
Parents Evening icon. Bookings will close at 7pm on Monday 13th January.  If you need any
support with your Edulink login or have a general query about appointments, please email
peakej@ashlawn.org.uk.

National Apprenticeship week
It is National Apprenticeship week so we thought it a great opportunity to give you some
more information all about apprenticeships and where you can find what apprenticeship
courses are available.  Click here to find out more.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFZaGE9px0/hfxtsIeXWFZulY_GIlnSpw/view
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LBGT+ History Month

February is LGBT+ History Month! We want to use this month as an opportunity to celebrate
the strength and spirit of the LGBT community. Over the coming weeks, we will be posting a
variety of LGBT icons, animals and historic events on our TV Screens and social media
accounts. We will also be discussing how students can get involved in raising awareness of
LGBTQ+ in school. 

Students who want to gain more information can access the LGBTQIA+ Google classroom
which is run by a member of staff in school. This is a great way to ask questions in a safe
environment. Why not take a look? EQUALITY WINS The password is udnctq4

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/NTU4NDU3Mzk0OTk0
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